AOS Council Minutes 1/7/2004

Members present: Mitch Eddy, Tish Murphy, Jerry Yakel, Robert Sills, Traci Hall, Dori Germolec, Shree Whitaker (NTA)

It was agreed that the Council would meet the first Wednesday of the month at 10:30 in room B321.  Dr. Eddy said that he would like to limit the meetings to one hour if possible.  Dr. Germolec will investigate whether Kevin VanBeurden will maintain the AOS website now that Judi Fleming is gone or if she will need to take care of updating the site.

Topics Discussed at DIR Council Meeting, January 6, 2004 were presented and discussed by the council.  These included: 


Budget for Invited Speakers – Each PI will be allowed to bring in two speakers.  Is there a need to clarify whether this includes Staff Scientists?


G11-G12 Promotion Criteria – Are the criteria being applied too stringently at NIEHS?  Are PIs doing all that they can to provide mentoring and career development so that technical staff can qualify for promotion?


Review of Outside Activities – NIH is looking closely at outside activities in the wake of adverse publicity.  PIs need to make sure that all outside activities go through the appropriate approval process.  The use and relative merits of various mechanisms for outside activities was discussed.  Dr. Eddy proposed that for topics such as this, it might be of use for a subcommittee of the Council to prepare an information sheet to help scientists evaluate the options available to them.


Trainee Workshops – Ways to improve PI participation in the trainee’s workshops were discussed.  All hands emails and personal contacts were encouraged.  Several names were suggested as panel participants for upcoming workshops and the career fair.  Upcoming workshops include a week-long workshop on grant writing, a repeat of the “personality type” workshop and a mentoring workshop.


NTP Vision for the Future – Dr. Eddy outlined Dr. Bucher’s presentation of the NTP vision for the future.  Dr. Germolec is one of the participants in the in-house effort to provide a roadmap for the future.  She asked the council for input on how to encourage interaction between the NTP and Intramural scientists.  Dr. Eddy suggested that this might be a topic for more discussion at a future meeting. 


NIH Central Tenure Committee – Drs. Kunkel and Archer attended the CTC meeting on 1/5.  They reported to the DIR Council that there would be some documents forthcoming from Dr. Gottesman’s office clarifying issues on the preparation of tenure packages.  The numbers of tenure track candidates who proceed through the various levels of the tenure process was discussed. 

The Council discussed that fact that Assembly members or the Council had not participated in the search for or hiring of the new Associate Director for Management, Richard A. Freed.  While this was a unique situation, the Assembly needs to make known our availability and interest in participating in the interview process for senior scientific and management staff with impact on DIR scientists.

Dori Germolec
